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INTRODUCTION

This compilation of Vital Statistics for member school districts continues a practice introduced by Dr.
William Inman (1988-1998) and continued by Dr. Max Evans (1998-1999), past Executive Directors of the
Coalition of Rural and Appalachian Schools. This document provides important comparative data to school
leaders throughout the 29 Ohio counties designated in federal legislation as "Appalachian."

The 1999 edition of Vital Statistics provides comparative data on 18 factors for Appalachian school
districts grouped by counties. In addition, means are provided on the 18 factors for all 611 school districts
in Ohio as well as for the 126 districts included in this study. Highs and lows for school districts in the 29
Ohio Appalachian counties are also shown.

As expected, there is considerable variation among school districts in Ohio Appalachian counties and some
very significant differences emerge when state and regional means are compared. School districts in the
Ohio Appalachian counties average 1000 fewer pupils; less per capita income; lower expenditures per
pupil; lower property valuation per pupil; lower effective millage; lower teachers' salaries and fewer
teachers with Master's degrees.

Statewide averages show a much higher percentage of minority students and teachers than in the Ohio
Appalachian school districts; however, the percentage of Aid to dependent Children is slightly higher for
Ohio Appalachian school districts. Teachers in the 29 Appalachian counties tend to have slightly more
experience than the statewide mean. Ohio Appalachian school districts have slightly higher student
attendance rates, but slightly lower teacher attendance rates than all Ohio school districts. Student dropout
rates in the 29 Appalachian counties are considerably lower than the state average.

The data presented in this study are from the Ohio Department of Education and was obtained from
Richard Smith, Ohio Department of Education, Area 6 Coordinator. Lori Stump, assisted by Joan
Waggoner, was responsible for entering the data and compiling Ohio Appalachian school district means.
The Coalition of Rural and Appalachian Schools is indebted to Mr. Smith, Ms. Stump and Mrs. Waggoner
for their work on this report.

Richard Fisher
Executive Director
Coalition of Rural and Appalachian Schools
May, 2000
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COALITION OF RURAL AND APPALACHIAN SCHOOLS
Summary of 1999 Vital Statistics

MEANS APPALACHIAN DISTRICT

FACTOR STATE APPALACHIAN
DISTRICTS

HIGH LOW

Fall '99 Enrollment 2,962 1,923 9,077 462

% Minority Students 19.2 2.7 37.4 0

% ADC 13.4 13.5 44.5 0.2

Avg Income 35,958 27,418 42,139 19,847

Prop. Val/Pupil 96,094 63,585 234,881 21,351

Expend/Pupil (G)* 5,340 4,379 6,610 3,727

Expend/Pupil (A)* 6,070 5,349 7,690 4,546

Effective Mills 30.2 24.4 36.2 20.0

% Minority Teachers 9.5 .7 9.4 0

Avg Teacher Salary 40,834 34,578 44,769 25,781

Total ADM/cls Tchr 17 17.5 23.2 12.8

°A Teachers/No Degree 1.1 .5 10.3 0

% Teachers w/Bach Degree 53.9 58.1 88.5 32.5

% Teachers w/Masters 44.8 40.9 61.2 11.4

Avg Teacher Experience 14.1 14.6 20.1 7.1

Pupil Attendance Rate 93.6 94.1 97.2 90.0

Staff Attendance Rate 95.7 94 97.8 92.1

% Dropouts 5.2 3.8 9.8 0.5

*G= General fund A= All funds
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